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SUBJECT: FRENCH MILITARY ATTACHE COMMENTS ON PROBLEMS 
OVER MILITARY SALES TO TUNISIA 

1 . IN COURSE OF CONVERSATION BETWEEN CHIEF USLOTU COL. 

THOMAS B. DE RAMUS, AND NEW FRENCH MILITARY ATTACHE IN TUNIS, 

COL, PIERRE ARRIGHI, COL. ARRIGHI REMARKED ON AUGUST 1 1 THAT 
FRENCH RECENTLY WERE HAVING FRUSTRATING TIME DEALING WITH 
TUNISIAN MOD WITH RESPECT TO ARMS AND MILITARY EQUIPMENT SALES. 

HE SAID THAT GOT IS CONSTANTLY PRESSING FRENCH FOR GREATER 
MEASURE OF MATERIAL ASSISTANCE. BOTH FOR BROADER RANGE OF 
EQUIPMENT AND IMPROVED TERMS. FRENCH ARE DOING EVERYTHING 
POSSIBLE TO BE RESPONSIVE, HE SAID, BUT WHEN IT COMES TO 
SIGNING FINAL AND BINDING AGREEMENTS WHICH WOULD COST THE 
GOT MONEY, RECENT EXPERIENCE HAS BEEN THAT TUNISIANS FIND SOME 
PRETEXT FOR DELAY AND "FURTHER STUDY". 

2. COL. ARRIGHI SAID THAT ALTHOUGH THERE HAS BEEN MUCH TALK, 

AS FAR AS HE IS AWARE TUNISIAN MOD AT THE MOMENT IS SPENDING 
LITTLE IF ANYTHING ON NEW ARMS ACQUISITIONS FROM FRANCE. 

COLONEL SAID HE BELIEVED THIS RELUCTANCE WAS TIED TO GOT DECI- 
SION TO PUT OFF ANY SIGNIFICANT NEW ACQUISITION AGREEMENTS 
UNTIL SAUDI ARABIA MAKES GOOD ON ITS PROMISE OF FINANCIAL SUP- 
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PORT FOR TUNISIA'S MILITARY AUGMENTATION PROGRAM. ARRIGHI 
WAS NOT SPECIFIC AS TO HOW MUCH GOT EXPECTED FROM SAUDI ARABIA, 

NOR WHAT FORM THAT ASSISTANCE MIGHT TAKE. 

KING 


SECRET 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: ARMS, SALES, MILITARY SALES, ATTACHES 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 13-Aug-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977TUNIS05748 
Document Source: CORE 
Document Unique ID: 00 
Drafter: n/a 
Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: X2 (IMPDET) 

Errors: N/A 
Expiration: 

Film Number: D770293-0191 

Format: TEL 
From: TUNIS 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770863/aaaacbkg.tel 

Line Count: 59 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 5428f25a-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION NEA 

Original Classification: SECRET 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: SECRET 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 22-Mar-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 1607402 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: FRENCH MILITARY ATTACHE COMMENTS ON PROBLEMS OVER MILITARY SALES TO TUNISIA 
TAGS: MASS, TS 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/5428f25a-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



